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Dear St. Andrew Catholic School Community,
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus takes great care to teach us about the correct way to do sacrifices and to do good deeds. 
He warns us against doing good deeds or showing off in such a way that draws attention and praise.  Can you
imagine someone going to give money to a homeless person and actually having a guy blowing a trumpet walking
ahead of him down the street so everyone knows what he is about to do?  It seems ridiculous to us.  
 

But, is it really?  We all want the same attention for doing good, even if we don’t use the same means.
 

Maybe we update our Facebook status or send a tweet to let people know the good that we do.  Or, we make sure
to tell our families and friends and teachers so they will give us some kind of reward or maybe they’ll think more
highly of us.  Jesus warns us that these rewards are not what we want.  If we are given a reward on earth, we give
up an even better reward in heaven.
 

Too often, Lent becomes nothing more than a series of activities we feel we need to complete.  We give up
something, and it becomes a test of our willpower.  We take on an activity, and it becomes one more thing to
check off our to-do list.  At the end of Lent, we often wonder what have we really accomplished.
 

To understand Jesus’ teaching to us today we need to look at the broader, bigger context of sacrifice and prayer. 
Before we chose what we’re going to give up or do something special, we should ask ourselves: What is the goal of
our Lenten activity?  The Prophet Joel reminds us that it is to return to the Lord.  The purpose of Lent is very
simple—the Church sets aside these 40 days to pray, fast, and do special good works to help us be closer to Christ.
 

If what we have chosen to do or give up does not lead us to Christ, then we should choose something else.
 

It can often be difficult to see this.  If I were to give up ice cream or video games, for example, how does that lead
me to Christ?  All it does is make me want to eat more ice cream and play more video games, right?  Not if we
focus our hearts and minds to that of Christ.  Sacrificing is meant to make us recognize our dependence on God. 
All of the times that I am tempted to eat ice cream or play video games during Lent are times that I realize how
weak I am without God’s help. When I give, even though I don’t have very much to give, it speaks to me of my
own poverty—my dependence on material things when instead my heart and mind could be filled with love for
Christ. I begin to realize my own dependence on things rather than on God’s graces. We know that we’ll be fine
these 40 days without eating ice cream or playing video games, when I’m able to turn toward God.
 

The everyday actions of Lent can be tedious.  They can be hard.  They can even be boring.  But, if we put in the
work each day—praying for Jesus’ help and asking him for those graces to draw us ever closer to him—by Easter
we will see a great change in ourselves.  We will have a closer, stronger relationship with God and will be true
witnesses for him to our families, our friends, our classmates, and each other.
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T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  T H E  F A M I L I E S  W H O  J O I N E D  U S  T H E
M O R N I N G  O F  J A N U A R Y  2 6 T H  F O R  O U R  F A M I L Y  M A S S ,

O P E N  H O U S E ,  A N D  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L S  W E E K  K I C K  O F F !
F O R  O U R  N E W  A N D  P O T E N T I A L  F A M I L I E S ,  W E  W E L C O M E

Y O U  T O  O U R  T I G E R  C O M M U N I T Y .
A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  K N I G H T S  O F  C O L U M B U S

C O U N C I L  F O R  A  D E L I C I O U S  P A N C A K E  B R E A K F A S T .

St. Andrew School

Open House 2020
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C A T H O L I C  
S c h o o l s

W E E K  R E C A P !  

Clergy Appreciation Day!

Clergy Appreciation Day: “We Thank
you, Father Gonzalez, Father Roberto

and Deacon Fausto for your
continued service to this church.

Thank you for being our spiritual
leaders and for helping strengthen

our love for God. Thank you for being
examples of God’s vision for each and

every one of us. You all play a vital
role in our spiritual growth and for
that, we thank you!” - SAS Student

Council 

Student Appreciation Day!

We acknowledge and appreciate the
reason we enjoy coming to work daily.
It never feels like a job when you’re
teaching an extraordinary group of
children who brighten up our
community. We love and appreciate our
SAS Students! We also want to extend
our appreciation to our Student Council.
These student leaders work tirelessly
behind the scenes for many of the
events held by the school especially
Catholic Schools Week being no
exception! We thank you for all that you
do.

Faculty Appreciation Day!

To those who shape our
students' minds, we  honor

our faculty and staff for their
commitment to Catholic

education! St. Andrew
Catholic School appreciates

each of you!
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Parent  Appreciation Day!

“A parent’s love is whole no matter
how many times divided.” – Robert
Brault
We love our SAS Parents! Our Tiger
parents are the absolute best and
watching the children enjoy lunch with
their parents today was heart
warming. Parents, you are the
Greatest.
 
A special thank you to the LaSalle Jazz
Band for entertaining us during lunch
with your beautiful music!

Grandparents and Special Friends
Appreciation Day!

“A grandparent is a little bit parent, a little
bit teacher, and a little bit best friend.”
 
We closed out Catholic School’s Week with
a very special group of people,
Grandparents and Special Friends. Our
lives would be dull without these loving
people and we thank God daily for having
them a part of our lives.
 
Thank you to the Salesian High School
Mariachi Band for ending our week with
amazing music.
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Father & Daughter
Dinner Dance 

" N o  o n e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  c a n  l o v e  a  g i r l  m o r e
t h a n  h e r  f a t h e r . ”

–  M i c h a e l  R a t n a d e e p a k
 

O u r  f a t h e r s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  d a n c e d  t h e  n i g h t
a w a y  a t  o u r  a n n u a l  F a t h e r  &  D a u g h t e r  D i n n e r
D a n c e .  I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  e v e n i n g  f i l l e d  w i t h
m a g i c a l  m o m e n t s .  T h i s  n i g h t  w o u l d  h a v e  n o t
b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  o f  o u r  p a r e n t

v o l u n t e e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  V e r o n i c a  B e t a n c o u r t
a n d  P a t r i c i a  L y n c h !

O n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  S t .  A n d r e w  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l
c o m m u n i t y  w e  t h a n k  y o u !


